CUSLAR

Newsletter

Fall 2003

The Committee on U.S. - Latin American Relations
www.rso.cornell.edu/cuslar



Editorial

Recognizing Inspiration...

This fall marks two years of intense fear and
violence that has become reality for many people
worldwide. September 11, 2001 and the aftermath of
the terrible events of that day remain fresh in our
minds and a significant part of many people’s lives
around the world. Prior to September 11, many people
outside of the United States {including some within
this country) were familiar with the fear and violence to
which many U.S. Americans have since been exposed.
The suffering and exploitation which is reality for many |
people throughout the world make possible the reality |
of many U.S. Americans, which is comprised of igno-
rance, comfort and apathy.

The “War on Terrorism” has disrupted this false
notion of reality as it restricts civil liberties and im-
pedes our Constitutional Rights. It is inereasingly
important at this time to recognize the realities of U.S.
intervention abroad, through direct use of military
force and the equally destructive economic intervention
that appears in the form of the WTO, FTAA, IMF and
World Bank, to name a few that are mentioned in this |
newsletter. These multinational treaties and organiza- |
tions impact our lives too, not just “the poor in faraway i
lands.” Gradually they are sacrificing our individual
rights and freedoms for the expansion of corporate
control. We must recognize that shift in power before
it is too late and remember that it is the people who
have the power. And we dol

Bolivians demonstrated the power of the people
with their victory against the water privatization in
Cochabamba in 2000. The recent international mobili-

zation to hold the Bush Administration accountable for foo = o
its actions in Iraq is overwhelming proof of the power of |__

the people. This fall thousands of people will protest
U.S. imperialism and corporate globalization at the
WTQO meetings in Cancun, the FTAA talks in Miami and |
the annual vigil and demonstration at Fort Benning,
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I am thrilled to join the CUSLAR team, working
to affect positive change and to encourage cooperation
between the local and global communities.
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News Briefs

I

Compiled by Claire Stoscheck

Former Dictator Now Presi-
dential Candidate

One July 31, former dictator Gen. Efrain
Rios Montt was finally registered as
presidential candidate for the ruling Gua-
temalan Republican Front (FRG) for the
Nov 9 elections, afier a 14-year |egal
battle. Rios Montt's 16-month stint as
de facto ruler in the early 1980's was,
one of the
bloodiest peri-
ods in Guatema-
lan history since
the Spanish
conquest. A
scorched earth
campaign effec-
tively ended o
leftist  insur-
gency but led 10
the death of
thousands of
pecple, the vast
majority  of
whom were civil-
ian Mayan Indians:

In a week before his official registration,
a protest in support of Rios Montt's
campaign descended into violenoe, Cn
July 24, hundreds of FRG supporters laid
siege to part of the city's business dis-
trict and the Supreme Court and Su-
preme Electoral Tribunal (TSE) buildings,

One week later the Constitutional Court
(€C) overruled a Supreme Court injunc-
tion against Rios Montt's candidacy,
ordering that he be registered within 24
hours. Critics complained that ¢hanges
that added Rios Montt sympathizers to

the panel hearing his case stacked
the court in his favor.

—Latin American Press, August 13,
2003

Bush, the Rainforest, and a
Gas Pipeline to Enrich His
Friends

President George Bush s seeking funds
Ak for a controversial project to
drive gas pipelines from pris-
tine rainforests in the Peru-
vian:Amazgon o the coast
The plan will earich some of
Mr. Bush's closestcorporate
- campaign contributors while
risking the destruction of
rainforest, threstening s m-
dipenous peoples and en-
dangering rare species on
the coast. Among the ben-
eficiaries would be two
Texas energy companies
with clese tigs o the While
House, Hunt Oif and Kellogg
Brown & Fool (KBR), a subsidiary of
Vice-President Dick Cheney's old com-
pany, Halliburton, which is rebuilding
Irag's oil infrastructure. The pipeline
slices through some of the most bio-
logicaily diverse places on earth.

The Camisea natural gas project - with
resetves of 13,000 billion cubie feet of
gas - has already scared off two big n-
vestors, Citiproup and the Overseas Pri-
vate Investment Corporation. Accord-
ing toan infernal report by the US Ex-
port import Bank, obtamed by the lobby
group Amazon Watch, proposals to miti-
gate the environmental impact of the

project are “woefully inadequate™
and will fead o mudsfides, destroy
habitats and spread diseases among in-
digenous peoples.

One of the threatened areas is described
a5 “one of the world’s most pristine
tropical rainforests”, the area is home
to the Nahua, Kirineri, Nanti,
Machiguenga and Yine indigenous
groups. Past contact beiween indig-
enous peoples and [oggers hios proven
disastrous - 42 % of the Nahya died from
diseases contracted from outsiders ‘in
the 19805, Already, the project, whichis
6l per cent complete; has run into diffi-
culties, including the kidnapping of 60
pipeline workers last week, They were
freed later by the Peruvian military,

Nevertheless, the Bush administration
plans to approve financial support for
the project via both the US Export Im-
port Bank and the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank (IDB). The Bush ad-
ministeation is reticent about its plans
but 18 keen to expioil new sources of
energy to reduce dependence on
Middle Easternoil. Ttsambinontoopen
up the Alaskan reserve proved contro-
versial, end has o far been blocked by
the US Congress,

-July 30, 2003 by the Independent/UK

Conservation International
Intervenes in Montes Azules
New York-based Conservation Interna-
tional, an NGO with millions of dollars
in ‘annual contributions from some of
the largest and least envifonmentally
conscious corporations in the US,
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called for the immediate “relocation” of
five campesino communities in the
Montes Azules bio-reserve, Most of
the five communities are Zapatista sup-
port bases. Ruth limenez, a Conserva-
tion International spokesperson, re-
ferred to the communities as
“detonadoras™ (detonators) of social
conflict. Last week aMexico Solidarity
Metwork delegation visited two of the
communities, Nuevo San Rafael and
Muevo San lgidro. Community leaders
are rejecting further negotiations with
the federal povernment until the San
Andres Accords are implemented. Ap-
parently Conservation International is
not calling for the relocation of its own

“eco-tourism” facility located with the

boundaries of Montes Azules.
—Mexico Solidarity Network

Mexico: Government Agree-
ment with Farmers on NAFTA

In an important policy shift, President
Vicente Fox's administration has agreed
to seek major changes in the North
American Free Trade Agresment 1o help
Mexican agriculiurs| producers. Under
are accard reached with leaders of agri-
culture organizations, the administration
pledged to seck to negotiate a side
agreement that would exempt beans-and
some corn vareties fom the tanff-elimi-
nalion process.

Pressure from agriculiural orgamizations -

has heen especiaily strong this year, as
tariffs were eliminated from all US and
Canadian agriculturalimpons excluding
white corm, beans and powered milk.

The federal executive “will being imme-
diate consultations with' the govern-
ments of the TS and Canada with the
objective of revising the tariff-hfting
process on white corn and beans es-
tablished under NAFTA and tot substi-

tule it with a permaneat administrative
mechanism for imports;” read the text of
the agreement, known as the Mational
Accord for the countryside. Among
other things, the accord would boost
financial assistance lo the farm sector
and develop other mechanisms 1o as-
sist agricultural producers.

Still, the participating organizations
threatened to reject any agreement that
did not include some renegotiation of
the agricultural gections of NAFTA.
“"We were not about to break offor close
the dialogue,” said Victor Sudrez Carrera
and Miguel Colungas, representatives
of The Countryside Can’t Take Any-
more, “But the government had 1o un-
derstand that we were not secking just
an increase in funds or more programs
out a major change in policy,”

In the end, the president agreed to their
demand to seek to exempt cormn and
beans from NAFTA tanfls but did not
agree to make and changes to tariff pro-
visions for other products,

Interior Secretary. Santiago Creel said
the agreement, which offers almost $284
million in emergency aid to the agricul-
ture sector this year, is likely to become
official at a signing ceremony at the end
ofApril

The president’s decision to support
changes in the NAFTA agriculture sec-
lichs may aiso be related to the uptom-
ing July 6 congressional and gubema-
torial elections, which are expected to
be very competitive. Opposition parties
sought to make the agriculiure question
a centerpiece of the election.

-SourceMex

Venezuela’s Chavez to U.S:
Mind Your Own Business

lthaca Fine Chocolates

Art Bars

exquisite, organic & far rade certified ~ promote anisis & support art education
www, ithacafinechocolates.com

Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez on
Wednesday [July 30, 2003 ] wamed the
United States not 1o meddle in his
eountry's affairs following comments by
a 1.5 official about a possible referen-
dim on' his rule. "' have to remind the
1.5, one more time that they have no
right 1o express their opinion ... we are
an independent country not a colony
of North America,” the president told
thousands of cheenng supporters dur-
ing a street rally. The outspoken ex-army
paratrooper elected in 1998 has often
riled Washinpton with his fierce popu-
list, anti-caputalist rhetonic and close ties
with states such -as-Communist Cuba.
His comments followed remarks made
by State Dlepartment spokesman Rich-
ard Boucher urging the government and
opposition o respect an accord they
signed in May on the possible referen-
dum on Chavez's ule. The Venezuelan
constitution allows for a referendum on
the president’s rule after August 19 —
halfway through hi= current mandate.
But the opposition says Chavez is try-
ing to block and stall the vote, Govern-
ment officials have said they will accept
a referendum but only after the opposi-
tion has completed the legal require-
ments. They say the National Assem-
bly 'or the Supreme Court must first ap-
point @ new National Electoral Council
to oversee the vote. Bouchir said Tues-
day a decision on the referendum lies
“with the courts, the National Electoral
Council and the people of Venezuela,
rather than with the executive branch of
the government:" He also said the
United States expected the government
to investigate the kidnapping of former
Tachira State governor and opposition
leader Sergio Calderon. The opposition
charges the government is inyolved in
his disappearance from his firm at the
weekend. Officidls say they are still in-
vestigating
b

-Reuters, 7/30/03

Chile: UN. Ambassador
Removed

President Ricardo Lagos announced on
May 7 that we would reassign Chile's
VLN, ambassador, Juan Gabriel Valdes,

CUSLAR Newsletter 5§ Fall 2003



News Briefs

continued from previous page

to Buenos Aires. When Chile assumed its seat on the TLM. Security Couneil at the beglimng of 2003, Valdes showed
a willingness to challenge US policy on Trag-surprising the Buash Adminlstration, which had hoped for Chile’s
acquisscence on critical ware votes, Valdes spoke-out against the war on Irag and cogently argued for a multilateral
resolution to the conflict, much to the annoyance of the US/UK/Spanish pro-war trio.

Valdes's timing couldn't have been worse, The US/Chile free trade agreement was winding its way through the TS
Congress, with a good change of being signed in April. Instead, the Bush Administration wage a subtle campaign of
intimidation by helping to stall passage of the legislation, while the US-Singapore trade pact was ratified withouta
hitch. Singapore had back the US-led war against Irag in the UN Security Council. The Chilean government has
sought a trade agreement with the US for 12 vears, and President Lagos's administration had used the promise of
economic prosperity through free trade to mollify a Chilean public growing angry at a growing list of corruption
scandals involving legislators and other elected officials,

The good news for Chile is that following the announcement of Valdes's reassignment, the Chilean secretary of
state, Soledad Alvear, traveled to the US in June 2003 and securéd a verbal promise from the US goyernment thatthe
free trade agreement would be signed as soon as possible. The bad news is that Chilie has lost an assertive voice tan
the world stage and a change to stake out a position independent from Washington, D.C., something it has been
unwilling to do since the end of the Pinochet dictatorship mn the early 990"

~Washington Post, 5/14/03; Council on Hemispheric Affairs, 5/26/03: Elmostrador, 60503,

Paving the Road for the FTAA

With the next round of the FTAA (Free
Trade Area of the Americas) negotia-
tions coming up this November in Mi-
ami, Florida{1), [ believe it's impor-
tant for us to understand what
people are already facing
throughout the hemisphere to-
day so that we can have a bet-
ter understanding of what would
come with the passape of the
FTAA. Currently, there are
many structural adjustment/
infrastructure development pro-
grams being implemented
throughout the hemisphere,
many for the purpose of paving
the roadulsometimes literally!)
for the passage of the FTAA.

The following is a list of just some of
the desfructive “development” projects
being implemented across the hemi-
sphere and their financiers. Most of the
projects are financed by the Infer-Ameri-
can Development Bank (IDB), Estab-
lished in 1959 to “help accelerate eco-

by Dana Brown

nomic and social development in Latin
Atnerica and the Canbbean”, (he IDB i
the oldest ind larpest régional mialtilat-
eril development institution, It is the
main entity promoting the Plan Pusbla
Panama [PPP}as well a5 providing fiind-
ing for the HRSA (the Regional Infra-
stricture Integration Initiative, the FFP's
southern cousm, which'is a tégional in-
frastructure development scheme [or )
large part of Sbuth America),

* Proposed Camisen Natural Gas
Project, Peru {IDB Loan) — The Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB) is
currently considering loaning 1S 575
million towards completion of Peru's
$2.7 billion Camisea Natural Gas Project,
the first major gas development initii-
tive: in the Peruvian Amazon. The project
involves the construction of four inial
drilling platforms in the Lower Urubamba
Valley of the Peruvian Amazon, two pipe-
lines for transportation of natural gas
and liquid natural pas to the Peruvian
coast, and a natorsl gas distribution

network andexport facility in Limaand
Cullao: There are several Serious con-
cerns assooiated with the social and
environrental impacts of the Camisea
projeet Waot anly s the project affect-
ing indigenous commiinitics known to
bz living in volontary 15olation, bt
is furthermore located m one of the
world's mest ecologically prized and
pristing primary tropical minforests;
Exploration, extraction, and {ransport
activities hpve alrepdy led to deprada-
oo aid conversion of critical natural
habitais and have opened the wayioa
potential influs ol colonizers, settlers,
poachers, and other extractive indus-
trics: Furthermate, the planned gas éx-
port facility on (He Porovian coast
would be locuted in an intemationally
recognized marine reserve, and neces-
sary dmpact studies and altematives
arsitlyses have notbeen completed. For
more infurmation on this project see:
EilpAlwww. gmmiizonwalch. orgl
megaprojects/peru camisea htmi,
hittptwwiw oxtamamerica. ofgladve-
ciley/irtbn ] html

* Plan Puehln Panama (IDB) — This
is & regional integration project that in-
tends tointegrate the infrastructure
angl economies from the Mexican State
of Puebla to -Panama; including the
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construction of roads, hydroelectic
power and mayuiladoras. Our con-
cems center on potential enyvhionmen-
tal impacts of these projects and pub-
lic consultations necessary to ensure
thatthe inferests of indigenous people,
small producers and the il poor are
responded 1o, For more information
on the PPP see: hitp://asej.org/
ACERCA/ppp/ppp html, htip:/!

* The Struggle Against the Yacyreta
Bam (WB and IDB Loan)— The
Yacyreta Dam 15 a joint project of Para-
guay and Arpentina. Tt i supposed 1o
generate 2700 megawatts of electricity.
Concerns include the insufficient or in-
adequate envivonmental and social im-
pact mitigation, compensation and re-
settiement plans. For more information;
hitpywwwhiriford-hwp.eomfarchives/
42003 html, wwwim.org

mexico/ppplanalysis himl, hipi/
Wwww mexicosolidarity. org/
plan_puebla_panama.himl, httpi/
www.americaspolicy org/pdffarticles!
0204puchia pdf

* Cana Brava
Project, Brazil
(TDB) — This
hydroelectric
dam project on
the Tocatins
River in Brazil s
undergoing in-
spection by the

* Termoelectrica del Golfo project,
Mexico (IDB Loan) — This 15 the first
ever coke smelting projectin Mexico to
produce electricity, The project has bean
approved by the IDB for review by the

Free Trade...

IDB's Indepon- tm % i\

dent Inspection Health
Mechanism.
Concerns in-
clude the lack of
adequate com-
pensation piven
to thsplaced families and luck of ad-
equate consultation with those whoze
livelihoods depend upon this river.
For more nformation: hitp:/
www owim.ore uvibulletin/42y
Brazil himl, htipfwww irh orefpro-
eramsflatamericafindex. aspYid=rpro-
Ergmslgtimericd)
(10626 sadbletteren hitml

g
 Dobs

*The Bolivia-Brazil Pipeline— This
matural gas pipeline stretches 3000 km
from Santa Cruz, Bolivia to Porto
Aleire, Brazl and erosses several ing
portant ecosystems, The prioject lias
failed to address environmental con-
cems ds will a5 concernd relited to
the indigénous peoples of the region
whose resources are threatened by this
project. For more info: htip:d
www focorg/campsdintlinstitutions!
boliviahrazif him], litip:

www hicusa oredachol braslhin

Indepen-
dent Inspec-
tion Mecha-
nism. Par-
lig§ filing
the ‘com-
plaint cite 18
violations of
Mexican national law as well as concern
over the lack of pre-existing data regard-
ing the impacts on the environment and
public health.
pata may infarmacion en espanal;
wawwatlianzafrentebid.org/hibliotecal
mitos pdi

* Mexican Mesoamerican Biological
Corridor — Creationof 5 biological cor-
ricfors that will connect existing biglogi-
cal reserves in the mterest of protecting
torest, coastal, and mountsin ecosys-
terms. Main-areas of concem bave re-
valved aruond the participation and con-
sultation ef indigenous groups. For

more information: htipAwwsvarban-
watch. grglart/HIC-
en(208271 35945 him

* Santa Cruz-Puerto Suarez Highway,
Balivia (IDB Loan) — Funding the par-
tial paying of'a 642 km road connecting
Puerto Suarez near the Brazl-Bolivia bor-
der with Santa Cruz in Central Bolivia,
Major concemns involve the environmen-
i) impacts on three major ecosystems:
the tropical forest of the Serrania
Chiquitanas, the deciduous forests of
Chaco, and the wetlands of the Pantanal.

¥ Corredor Sur (Panama) (IFC Loan)
— A 19,5 km toll highway in Panama City
connecting the financial district to the
eastern sector including the international
airport. Concerns include erosion dam-
age, flooding, and inadeguate compen-
sation-associated with the ressettlement
related to the project. For more informias
tion: tip:/iwww. ] JIfid

ifccasepanama.himl

* Land Reform and Poverty Alleviation
11, Brazil (WB Loan) — The second
phase of a market-based land reform
project enabling poor individuals and
tamilies to purchase their own
plots of fand. The government
8 has undertaken land reform
" programs, and concern exists
a5 to whether the World Bank
project will become an alter-
natiye rather than a compli-
mient to the government's pro-
] grams.

= Faced with all these destruc-
tive plans being implemented through-
out the hemisphere without the consent
of the people, T believe we need to con-
cenirate on development alternatives
and local autonomy in decision-making,
There are many models bemng tried
throughout the Americas—many forms
of local and regional decision-making and
expenments.in sustainable development.

One recent development on that front
has been the Zapatistas' (the EZLN:
Ejército. Zapatista de Liberacion
Nacional, and their support bases)
reassertion of their local autonomous
continiied on page 20
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In June of this year 1 went to Cuba as
part of a delegation of North American
Philosophers and Social Scientists or-
ganized by the Radical Philosophy As-
sociation (RPA) to speak at a confer-
ence at the University of Havana. There
were over 60 of us. Last year the dal-
egation was over 90. Many had 1o drop
out this year (e.g., n group of over 25
African Americans goinp o study
Yoruba culture) because of vet another
sefies of new travel restrictions. On

by Kﬂf_hy_’ R

In its rela-
tions with
Cuba the
US  has
made &
mockery of
the univer-
zal prin-
ussell l:liple of nia-
—iry tional sov-
J creignty.
i We have
not re-

spected Cuba’s lerritorial integrity, nor
its Tight to sell determination, But our
policies against Culia have also limited
therights af US citizens: our freedom (o,
get an education, to travel and to enter

into cconomic and cultural exchanges, 11

Educational and cultural exchanges be- |
tween our two countries have been vir- |}

tually eliminated. Cubanmusicians, stu-
dents, intellectuils, sthletes, and gcien-

March 24, the tists are re-
Office of Foreign fused vi-
Assets Control sas. | have
suspended TN invifed Pro-
people-to- flessor
peaple licenses Miguel
for travel 1o & W Limia, a
Cuba, These noted Cu-
new license re- ban phi-
guirements dp- losopher
ply not only to and Presi-
US citizens, but dent of the
also to non-citi- Counci] of
zens living here Social Sci-
or traveling Cuban children on the Callejon de Hommel, Havane:  ences, o
through & US speak  at
BgEncy. SUNY-Cortland but his visa has been

People-to-people licenses were part of
the Track IT strategy, the “hatile of
ideas,” designed to allow people from
our country to'ga 1o Cubasso that they
could extol the glories of US capitalism
to the Cuban people, thus undermining
support for their government. But the
Cubins were winning this particular
battle because peoplé were leaming in-
stead about all the positive things Cu-
bans had—like free education and
health care—and they wanted more of
that here. Sa the riles changed!

dented twice.
Cuban successes

The US blockade has worked to a-cer-
tain extent, because it has hampered
great socinl experiment that is the Cu-
ban revolution’ from' biossoming on its
own terms. Despite repeated atterripits
by the TS government to undermine |t
however, the revolution has made in-

Spiring progress.

For example, health care in Cubia is uni-
versal and free, There isone famuly phy-

| visﬁ:—- i
iISparrow’s|

726 W. Green St.

Ithaca, NY 14850 | ’[
{=t Fultan & Grden Streets, neal Agway) L g

Il « large selection of
interesting and  ({|
inexpensive L; 0

wines

| « event planning ||
il . specialists (]|

:{‘53' ; [avid Sparmow, Owner

| h
y B07/256-7145 “
/sparewwing @ciarityconnect.com (|

SPARROW’S|||
FINE WINES|]

5% discount on e or soid casas - Mcvisal) |

sician for every |68 people. Infant mor-
tality fluctaates between 6 and 6.5 per
1000 live births, the lowest mite in the
Western hemisphere. Today, 48% ofall
Cuban doctors are women and people
of color (IFCO, Pastors for Peace vol-
unteer),

While I was there several Cubans were
proud to tell me that 85% of the people
own there own homes, the rest pay rent
which is 10% oftheir salary, All ehildren
in Cuba have real access to free educa-
tion and computers and audiovisual
materials are found in every school —
they use solar panels in rémole areas
even if there’s only one pupil. Accord-
ing to the ITN Development Program and
the World Bank, Cuba has a literacy rale
of 97%. | visited a social work school
where | met studenis whe are pari of a
new program to provide young people
between the ages of 1 7.and 30, who were
not-already in school or employed; the
chance togo back 1o school and receive
astipend from the state while they study.

Will Cuba Be Next?
One thing that impressed me guite

deeply when 1 was thers 15 the very real
worry that the US will attack Cuba s it
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has Irag. After September 11 President
Bush put Cubg on its lisl of terrorist
nations, and he frequently accuses
Cuba ofdeveloping biological weapons,
despite internationally respected evi
dence that it is not doing so.

In April US
ambassadorin |
the Dominican
Republic Hans
Hertel]l stated
that the inva-
sion of Iraq is
“a very posi-
tive sign and 15
a yery good ex-
ample  for
Cuba," The
war on lraq is
the beginning
of “a crusade
af liberation
that will coverall countries in the world,
including Cuba," he exulted.

Flonda governor Jeb Bush said that af-
ter the “success” of Iraq, the United
States should look to Cuba, “A regime
that totally lacks respect for human
rights can’t be kept in place,” he said
(La Jomada, 4-12-03). This spring in
Miami right-wing Cubans were demaon-
steating with signs reading “Trag now,
Cuba later."

What's preventing US military aggres-
sion against Cuba? For one thing, our
government knows that Cuba, unlike Af:
ghanistan and Irag, is not weak. It has a
strong military and the support of its
people, A poll conducted by the inde-
pendent Costa Rican firm of CTD Gallup
in 1994 (a period of severe economic
hardship and increased pressire from
the US) found that 69% of Cubans iden-
tified as revolutionaries, socialists or

Kathy Russell is a Professor
of Philosophy at SUNY
Cartland, and an active

member af the Ithaca

Coalition for Global Justice

communists, S8% thought that on bal-
ante the revolution had more achieve-
mignts than failures, Only 24% said they
were not integrated into the revolution.
(“Cuba Update." Feb.1995)

The RPA delegation visiting in June

e 20 0 2

§ stared,
B “During
2 our visit
we  have
been privi-
leged to
witness a
W ! remarkable.

| political

Process s
= over 99%of
the Cuban
electorate
have reaf-
firmed this
couniry’s socialist character and na-
tional dignity. We have been impressed
by the spirit of the Cuban people mani-
fested in this process and i1s participa-
tery and democratic chardcter, reminis-
cent of our own

earlier New En- e - -

in June 2001 and sentenced that Decem-
ber, They had revealed evidence that
right-wing groups in Miami had made
concrete plans for terrorist attacks
against Cuba, Instead of acting against
these plans as required by international
agreemenis, our government jailed the
five men. Spouses of two of the men have
been denied visas to visit their husbands
three times. [vette, the 5 year old daugh-
ter of René Gonzalez has not her father
for 3 years

The case 15 being appealed in the [ Ith
circuit court in Atlunta. It isa national
priority for the National Lawyers Guild
whose president Broce Nestor said, *At
issue is'a politically charged prosecu-
tion by the ULS! government of five men
whoy were simply trying to defend their
country from long-documented acts of
terror attacks by orpanizations in Mi-
amtl.f!

The appeals claim the five were denied
rights of due process, and they “docu-

ment the media intrusiveness and ha-
continued on pg 17

gland 1own hall
meeting tradi-
tion.™

Free the Cuban |
Five! |

Gerardo
Hemiéndez, Anto-
nio Guerrero,
R a md n
Labafino, Reng
Gonzilez and
Fernmandao
Gonzilez are cur-
rently serving
from 15 years to |
two life terms in
federal prison in
Florida. Twoare |
LS. citizens. Af-
ter their amrest by
the FBI in Sep-

ember 1998, hey | Greenitar (coperative Market

Corner of Seneca & Fulton Open Daily 7-11
607-273-9392  www.greenstar.coop

were convicted
ofespionage and
velated charges

Even our smiles
are natural. |

Come see how friendly a |
not-for-profit, member-owned 1
natural grocery can be. From the great |
selection to the sense of community, |
there's always something fo smile
about at GreenStar. Non-members
are always welcome.

You Belong Here

2D ]
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Stop Military & Economic Interys in America and the Caribbean ...

Southeast Upri
Nov.19/21 Miami, FL ~

Nov.22/23 Fort Benning, GA

Economic oppression and military repression are flip sides of the same coin. The economic terrorisn
inflicted on the poor that accompanies “free trade” agreements could not stand without the repressive
military apparatus that brutalizes people who rise up to resist it. Those who oppose the globalization «
greed and those who work to end US training of repressive foreign armies are joined in one effort.

Concerned citizens from all over North America will converge from November 19-21, 2003 in Miami,
Florida to voice their opposition to the Free Trade Area of the Americas agreement (FTAA) and from
November 22-23 in Ft. Benning, Georgia to speak out against the School of the Americas (SOA). Mi:
will be the host of the FTAA ministerial meeting, which brings together the trade ministers of the hemi.
sphere to launch the final stage of the FTAA negotiations. For more information viist

www.lasolidarity.org

”The ETAA: The School of the Americas:

The School of the Americas (SOA), in 2001
 All over the hemisphere, folks are learning | renamed the "Westemn Hemisphere Institute
| about The Fre:-'e Trade Are eAmericas ] for Security Cooperation,” is a combat

 (The Glbbet ”’;g‘ PR }“F"’hm“ | tralning school for Latin American soldiers,

j amsto E’%{' ” L located in Ft. Benning, GA. In its 56 years of
Hrade Aot '_ thr hghnutthe | | existance, the SOA, often called "The

| entire West Ly ‘_ lsnh enta- - School of Assassins,” has trained over
gg:;‘;tg ter- u Enl? ko | | 80.000Latin American soiiders in
power éorporations to restnct governments E—:.::tfgﬂ r;fr;gn?;nwdr::gig:}?:hﬁﬁgﬂul
from setting labor and environmental stan- warfare, military Intelligence and interroga-
dards. Itwould enhance corporate control at | tion tactics. These graduates have
:Efﬂi’;ﬁ;’:ﬁ?ﬁ; E:_Iz:r?;i" i;ﬁ?::;?:gﬁm con _sista ntJ;_r used their skills to wage a war

e e stopfias.org agal_nst ThF.'II’ own people. For more infor-

: ; mation visit www.soaw.org

Fﬁr'infﬁﬁﬁaﬁoniﬁliliilbéﬁl_transl:;ﬁl“'_t_;tinn opporunities to GA and/or FL contag
CUSLAR at (607)255-7293, cuslar@cornell.edu or www.rso.cornell.edu/cusl:
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<itizens are financing all sides

-

Follow the Money : In whose interests
is war being fought in Colombia?

Imagine & war waged by well-organized
terrorist networks, heavily armed and
funded by wealthy extremists. The armies
recruit young idealists who, having
grown up not knowing a world without
violence, are willing to sacrifice their lives
to bring peace and justice for their people,
The battlefield 15 often wrban centers and
the vast majority of casualtizs—more
than 20 each day—are civilians.
Millions more are forced to fles
their communities and live on-
der the repression and fear
caused by such extreme vio-
lence:

Diespite this grim reality, rarely
does the world's attention fo-
cus on Colombia, the country
where this conflict has mged
for over 40 years, Seldom does
the daily violence make head-
lines in the US even though TS

of this war through military aid
and  participation in
blackmarket as well as legiti-
mate economies: NGOs and ad-
vocacy groups frequently call
for the cessation of US military
aid to the government of Co-
lombia on the assumption that
funding and equipping one
side of the eonflict fisels the vip-
lence and reduces the chances
of a nepotiated peace,
Undoubtably, without the $2.5
billion given by the US 1o Co-
lombid in the fast decade the
vielence would not have escalated as rap-
wdly. Yet in order to successfully lobby
for the decreased mulitarization of US
palicy toward Colombia, US laxpayers
who are footing the bill need to under-
stand who benefits from the continued
violence and amilitarized solution 1o the
conflict.

Since the passage of Plan Colombia, the

Sires. ERDRatl, US Defmenk ol Ereipy 2 M
ﬁon Fields === Pipelines [ |Prospective Oil Fields

1999 aid package that drastically
stepped-up US involvement in Colom-
bia under the guise of fighting the
drug war, the most frequent criticism
has heen that very little of the money

has actually lefi the US. Over 70% of

the allocation pays for equipment and
training, mcluding hundreds of mil-
lions for helicopters alone, Without ex-

by Marcie Ley

Tity companies operating—with very
little transparency and congressional
oversight—in Colombia.

Much sdo has betn made about the 2003
Foreign Appropriations Bill which in-
cluded a $98 million provision to pro-
tect an o1l pipeline primarily owned—
with a 44% share—by Los Angeles-
based Cecidental Petroleum.
The money funds the training

and equipping of the 18" Bri-
gade, a unit of the Colembizn

-4 Army whose sole responsibil-
i ity will beto pratect the Cano-
Limon pipeline from guernilla
attacks. The two major leftist
guerrilla groups imvolved in
the Colombian civil war, the
FARC and ELN, target the pigie-
line as'a way to sirike at the
heart of Colombia’s cconomy.
According to the guernlla
logic; by atacking the infra-
strocture that enables foreign
corporations to profit from oil
extraction, they protect
Colombia’s resources from ex-

3
¥

ploitation and convince the
government and company that
they are a force tobe reckoned
with

The Colombia government
used to-charge'a "war tax” lo

ception, all of the weapons manufac-
turers. are LS defense contractors all
of which lobbied heavily for increased
mihitary aid in Plan Colombig, Further-
more, the funds allocated for the tramn-
ing of the Colombian armed forces pay

the salaries of active 1S soldiers as.

well as retred soldiers now working
for one of the numerous private secu-

foreign oll companies operat-
ing i Colombia of 51.23 per
barrel that funded the Colom-
bian forces protection of for-
eign imvestments. Althoughthis{ax was
removed, Occidental and other coun-
tries have continued to support the
Colombian armed forces who have in
turn been linked 1o paramilitary forces
operating in the Aruca provinee where
the pipeline is located: The US Embassy
in Colombin openly admits that Qeci-
dental supplies the pas used By heli-
copters purchased using Plan Colom-
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Aa€umn

Leaves

Used® Books
60,000 Books, 10,000 Records
And a Café,

All under one roof!

115 The Commons
273-8239

Mon.-Wed. 10-8
10-9

Thurs.-Sat.

Sun. 11-6
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bia funds that fransport the 18" Brigade
and the 1S troops that are training theim.
[t i5 no surprise then that Occidental
lobbied heavily Tor increased US fund-
ing for mulitanization of Aruca. Asate-
cent Witness for Peace report points
out, US taxpayers are being asked to
foot the security costs of Occidental’s
continued operations in Calombia esti-
muted to be £3.70 per barrel pro-

duced

Protection of the Cano-Limon
pipeline has also served as a
major source of income for the
guerrilla groups as wetl. Wit-
ness for Peace allgges that Oe-
cidental has paid millions of dol-
lars in bribes to the FARC and
ELN v exchange for lefting the
company continue to exiract
and transport Colombian crude. Along
with revenue from local drug Fmduc-
non-and kidnapping, the guerrillas fund
their involvemeni in the civil war
through these extortion paymenis. By
funneling money (o both sides of the
conflict Qecidental has helped fuel the

DD

flames of a warwhich they are now fum-
mg to US taxpayers to resolve by the
use of greater force,

Cnites of Plan Colombia have pointed out
from the beginming that 1S business in-
terests fay at the heart of US military in-
volvenment in Colombia, Ostensibly
passed by Congress as part of the dmug

Plan Colombia and its

successors...are less about reducing
the world 5 drug supply and more
about stabilization of Colombia for

[fareign investment.

wir; Plan Colombia and its successors,
sich as the Andean Regional Inibative,
are less about reducing the world's drug
supply and more about stabilization of
Colombia-for foreign investment. In an
interview conducted in July 2000, exiled
Colombian journalist Alfredo’ Molano
warned, “It was a plan made to fit the

vested interests 1n Washington, the
foreign businesses, the military con-
tractors that also influence the Colom-
bian government. And natrally the
Washington interests (o create more (a-
vorable conditions for Norh Amerncan
investments, to create the basis for an
offensive against drug trafficking and
the puerrilia movement.”

Ag violence in the Middie East and
political unrest in Venezuels continues
to threaten S access to large oil e-
serves; the U5 government increasingly
lsoks to ron-OPEC ol producing coun-
tries such as Colombia: With geo-
graphic conditions similar to its neigh-
bor Venezuela and vast amounts of un-
explored territory, many suspect that
Colombia could potentially bécome a
msjor supplier ofoil to North Americs.
¥et without stability exploration and in-
vestment is impossible,

0il isnot the only thing motivating for-
elgn inferest in Colombia. As negotia-
tions for the Free Trade Area of the
Americas (FTAA) and Plan Puebla
Panama (PPP) intensify, Colombia finds
iself strategically located from both &
peographic and political perspective,
‘The northwest comer of Colombia bas
for decades been the site of significant
guerilla and paramilitary activity. The
Darien region along the border of
Panama is well-known to be one of the
most violent comers—interesting when
one considers its potential a5 a trans-
portation corridor linking South and
Central America as well a5 the At-
lantic and Pacific oceans, Thisisthe
only region through which the Pan-
American Highway—stretching
from Alaska to Patagomia along the
west coast of two continents—is
unfinished. Similarly, as the Panama
Canal becomes increasingly obso-
|ete, a new passage called the Atrato-
Trando canal which would pass along
the Atrato river has been proposed.
Neither of these major projects can be
realized if the area remains unpacified.
Some have speculated that the in-
creased paramilitary and military pres-
ence in this arca that has led to mas-
sive displacement of the civilian popu-
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lation in what was formerly guerrilia ter-
ritory is caused by an mierest m devel-
oping these projects.

While advocates of free trade and eco-
nomic liberalization contend that unless
conditions in Colombin become more fa-
vorable for foreign investors, the wars
ravaged economy will never recover. But
those who stand to gam the least from
proposed transp. corridors and re-
sources extraction, are the ones for
whom repression and violence is a daily
realty. With already over 2 millioninter-
nally displaced refugees, Colombia and
its supporters in the US must first con-
sider the human consequences of devel.
projects and putthe safety of communi-
ties before profits.

WAR CANNOT
GCREATE PEACE

Marcie Ley is a former
CUSLAR Coordinator and is
active in the Colombia
solidarity movement

TAQUERIA @

Mexican Food

Sewm Burritos, Tacos,

Quesadﬂlas Sa]ads & More

-. Downtown at the comer of State & Aurora (acrass from Simeons) [

Open 7-days till 10 pm.
Call ahead for TANEOUT wa ﬂ??-‘lﬂ!

UL BE BB B RN RN R R R L L IR LR R R

DURLAND

ALTERNATIVES LIBRARY

AR R R R R R R RE R R

A Community Resource - Free & Openfonﬂ
BOOKS « VIDEOS « AUDIO TAPES » CDS * ZINES

| Dadicatod fo providing frae & open access to materials axprassiva of viewpoinls & |

Information not avaflable through mainstream and mass-media sources,
i

FALL & SPRING SEMESTERS
Mon - Thur 11am to 8pm ¢ Friday 11am to 6pm

Saturday 11am to 5pm * Sunday 11am to 11pm
Call or log on for summer, holiday & break schedules

127 Anabel Tayfor Hall » Cornall Unlversity Campus
Tel: 607 255-6486 » Fax: 607 255-9985 » Email: alt-lib@cornell.edu
www.alternativeslibrary.org
Member of United Nationa Nefwork of Assoclated Libraries {UNAL)
Profect of the Canter for Raligion, Ethics & Soclal Pollcy (CRESP)
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The lthaca Fair Trade Coalition 15 Growing!!

The Ithaca Fair Trade Coalition (IFTC) is currently a project of assoctates of the Commitiee on US-Latin
American Relations (CUSLAR). the lthaca Ten Thousand Villages Store, the Tompkins County Living
Wage Coalition, and other interested individuals. The Coalition is currently secking 1o expand its member
base to include a wider variety of local organizations. 1f vou feel that your organization/religious
groupfumondetc. aligns with what we stand for, and are interested 10 becoming a member of the Coalition,
please contact us. In addition, il you are interested in attending the Coalition’s bi-weekly meetings, |t us
know. E-mail: ithacafairtradef@hotmail com Phone: 255-7293 Web-site: hitp://www.catalyzer tkffairtrade/

The IFTC Goals: Our mission 15 1o educate the Ithaca area shout fair trade and to promote fair trade locally
and globally. We staged Ithaca's first Fair Trade Fair in support of World Fair Trade Day in May 2003,
Encouraged by the success of the Fair, we plan to continue our consumer education with speakers, teach-
ins, a film festival, a holiday Fair Trade shopping event, and more, In addition, we plan to promote local
businesses selling fair trade and to help businesses to get started in the sale of Fair Trade items. Finally, we
plan to work with people in our Jocal government to pass Fair Trade resolutions. The Fair Trade Fair will
most certainly become an annual event.

How Can You Get Involved?

Join us! We welcome individuals, organizations, and businesses, donations, ideas, enthusiasm, and energy!
Just print out the form below and mail (or e-mail) it 0 us to gel staried.

Name Telephone
E-mai}

Mailing address

Organization affiliation, ifany

There are many wivs to join our efforis! Please indicate how you'd like 1o help:

Become an IFTC member. Tagree with the goals of IFTC and am willing to have my name /
organization listed as 8 member for publicity purposes.

Attend [FTC meetings. _

Join a working group to planand coordinate IFTC projects.

Help plan and stage events.

Help with consumer education,

Educate local businesses about fair trade,

Promote local businesses who sell fair trade items,

Help maintain the website.

Recruit other individuals or organizations to participate.

Work with local govermment (o promaoie fair frade.

Write letters, OpEds; or news articlos;

Speak at public meetings, gatherings, or teach-ins.

Participate in petition drives.

Join the IFTC listserve, to receive meetmg updates, activities announcements, fair trade news, eic.

Make a donation 1o support the programs of IFTC. T would like to make a donation to IFTC,
Enclosed is my check for {circle oneS100  S§25 550  $1000 Other:
Please make check out to [thacae Fair Trade Coalition, 316 Anabel Taylor Hall, Comell University,
Ithaca N'Y, 14853,
@  Did we miss anything? Please let us know of any other skills, resources; or support you can offer.

0000000000090 0 o

Mail to: The Ithaca Fair Trade Coalition, 316 Anabel Taylor Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca NY 14853
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Guatemala Bleeds;

US Press Shrugs

By Jeftiey St Clitire

(this article originally appeared in
Counterpunch, July 29, 2003)

All hell is breaking loose in Guatemala
and few outside that tragic nation sgem
10 care or even notice,

In recent days, followers of General
Efrain Rios Montt, stirred mto action
by the nghtwing Republican Front Parly
(FRG) which he controls, have charged
into the streets of Guatemala City armed
with machetes, clubs and guns: Led by
FRG militants, the crowds, including
many members of the Guatemalan army,
hiave marched on the nation's courts;
opposition parties and newspapers,
torching buildings, shooting oul win-
dows and bullying opponents of the
Bible-spouting dictator.

The riots were orchestrated by Rios
Montt's:-cohorts after the Guatemalan
Supreme Court (the nation's second
highest court) suspended his campaign
for the presidency and agreed to hear a
complaint brought by two right-center
partics that the general, the:-butcher of
thousands during the 1980s, is consti-
tutionally barred from running for presi-
dent of the country he once ruled with
an iron fist.

The 77-year old Rios Montt, now white-
haired and grizzled, denounced the rul-
ing as “judicial manipulation” and, ina
radio address, implored his followers to
take to the strects 1o proiest the deci-
sion. Within an hour of his speech,
thousands of the pereral’s backers had
flooded the capital city, blocking traf-
fic, chanting threatening slogans and
waving machetes,

Hooded men ransacked buildings; fired
machine puns from SUVs, smashed win-

dows and set fire'to cars and piles of
tires. The situation in Guatemala City bi-
rame 5o chaotic over the weekend of
July 26th that the both the LN mission
and the US emhassy were closed.

It all seemed like a bloody flashback 10
the 19805, when Rios Montt's goons
toamed the streets at night threatemng
niins and priests, kidnapping reporters,
torturing dissidents and killing at will,
especially those of Mayan descent.

Journalists appear to have been 4 main
target of the attackers, In the first wave
ofstreet violence, Heclor Ramirez, a re-
porter fora Lefi-center
television station, was
hounded and chased
by.a mob until he col-
lapsed in the streetand
died ofheart failure, As
Ramirez was carried
away, the rioters
chanted, “Journalist
Spotted, Journafist
Dead.”

EdparValle, a reporter
for the Noticias televi-
Sion news show, was
briefly detained and
roughed up by Rios
Montt's mob. ""They
attacked everybody
without differentiaf-
ing, " said Valle, after
being released. *'It was strange o me
because my channel has always been
identified with the government. These
people didn’t want the press to cover
what was happening "

The rioters seemed to targel cameramen
in particular. Hector Estrada was filming
the niots for Guatevision when he was

FER CHENLC S DO RS |

IE GAURR A

B i e L s Frasensn Bugmn

kun with & Wanled posier for Rios
Monit at peblic ministry in Guatemals
City, June 2001

attacked by-a gang of masked men
swinging machetes. They seized his
video camers, drenched him with gaso-
line and tried 1o Light him on fire as he
fled down the streel.

" was praving for God to save me,” said
Estrada. *T thought they were going o
hack me to pieces.”

Two political reporiers in Guatemala
told CounterPunch that they have re-
ceived multiple death threats i the past
week. One of the reporters told us that
he had gotten two teiephone calls threat-
ening him and his wife and children.
Another reporier
said that she had ar-
rived home to find a
death threat nailed
to the door of her
home

""The press is the
only funstioning in-

JHL{JTI-'L"?J-T’ ituti i i
i stitution in this
e ooy s
Mario  Antonio
MEISTANGATE Y CE] MTNES: Sandoval, yige

president of the ex-
cellent daily paper
Prensa Libre, “That
15 why they either
have to-controel it or
scare ftinto silence.!’

The strategy ap-
pears to have worked. Even though
much of the violence has been aimed at
journalists; the US press has largelyig-
nored the riots and the polincal re-emer-
gende of Rios Montt and his rightwing
thugs. In the US, only the Miami Herald
printed detailed accounts of the riots.

Not only has the Goatemalan goverm-
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ment taken no action to quell the ok
ers, members of the Army and police
have actually joined the frenzy of vio-
lence. One account of the riots by
Prensa Libre tallied 46 crithinal acts of
violence and vandalizm, 12 of those the
paper said were committed by govern-
ment troops and police.

Fearing the inipending retumn of the re-
gime that slaughtered nearly 200,000
people, Mayan peasants in the high-
lands began steaming actoss the bor-
der into Mexivo last week. But they were
blocked by hastile border patrols with
orders from the Mexican government,
under its cruel Plan Salvamento, to ei-
ther send them back into Guatemala or
lock them up in immigranl concentra-
tion camps, where they are routinely
starved and abused by guards.

The reaction of the Bush administra-
tion to Rios Montt’s antics has been
restrained, given the circumstances.
Even though the US Embassy was
taunted by toters, there have been no
statemnents of condemnation directly
from Colin Powell, Indeed, we've only
heard from state department spokesman
Richard Boucher, who continues io say
the administration would prefer that
Rios Monit not run for office.
This weekend Boucher was apgain
rofled out to remark on the ram-
pages in the streets of Guatemala
City. "They are a dangerous
mockery of protest,” Boucher
said. But he stopped shont of
pointing the finger at the Gen-
eral, whose infamous career is
every bit as bloody as that of
Saddam Huszein.

A Rios Montt viciory in November
could complicate matters for a- Bush
administration that is crusading against
political corruption in Latin America. OF
course, the preacher in thiz crusade is
none other than the unappetizing Otto
Reich, who enjoys deep and warm ties
to Rios Montt and his gang of groe-
some genefals

Still, Rios Montt is an unreconstructed
menster of an older vintage, trained in
the art of the military strongman a1 the

BIKES FOR CHIAPAS WANTS YOUI

\ Weve built the first bike shop in Chiapas 93‘
| We've sent the firstshipment oftools %
We've trained 35 local }&&d;;a in Ehaagﬁstg be bike mechanics

. u:.fr.:lt Ithaca’s Bicycles .'.. ',i
309 8. Corn Street
256-5355

School of the Americas in the 1950s,
Powell no doubt feels that the peneral,
if elected, might become as problematic
as Manuel Noriega was for the current
president’s father. That sawd. the Bush
administration may calculate that it
can't afford to be too harsh in its con-
demnations of Rios Montt, who no
doubt has many stories to tell about
the CIA's affirmative role in the Guate-
mala bloodbaths ofthe 1980s.

CGinatemala's court systen 15 8 maze of

“We don t have a policy of

scorched earth; We have a policy

of scorched Communists.”
Efrain Rios Montt, 1982

conflicting and overlapping jurisdic-
tions. Already this vear, Rios Montt's
election bid has been ruled on by three
different courts, the electoral court, the
Supreme Court and the constitutipnal
court.

Last week’s decision to suspend Rios

Monit's campaign by the Supreme

Courtcame only day’s after the nation’s
highest court, the so-called Constitu-
tional Courl, approved the general’s
candidacy in 2 sharply divided 4-3 de-
cigion. The majority on the constitu-
tional court agreed with Rios Monit's

claim that the constitutional amend-
ment that bans those who seized power
in military coups from running for presi-
dent doesn't apply to him since the
amendment was passed after he had
leftoffice,

The General took power in a bloody
coup in 1982, which was backed by the
Reagan administration. Over the next
18 months Rios Montt supervised a
vicious crackdown on political oppo-
nents and Mayan peasants that left
more than 19,000 dead, thou-
‘sands more i jail and more than
100,000 displaced from their
homes. He has been called the
Pinochet of Guatemiala and sev-
eral war crimes complaints are
pending against him in different
cours in Guatemalaand in Spain.

The constitational court is siated
to hear Rios Maonit's-appeal later this
week. However, the three members of
the conrt who voled against the Gen-
cral in the previous case announced
that they will nol atiend the hearing
unless their safety can be guaranieed
by the current government, headed by
Rios Montt’s protegé Alfonso Portillo,

Rios Montt has hoasted that he owns
the votes of four justices on the court.
And indeed that's precisely how many
voles he gotin the July 15th ruling that
initially put him on the ballot,

centinued-on pg 21
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continued from page ¥

rassment into the lives of the jurors se-
lected for the wrial, their doubtful impar-
nality given the bias‘associated with the
trial location, and the efforts made to
influence them by right wing anti-Caba
organizations.” {hitn:
www frecthefive org)

“It 1s outrageous that while the US gov-
emment i allegedly waging a war on
terrorism, it is imprisoning Cubans who
were irying 1o stop deadly attacks on
their country,™ says Gloria La Riva of
the National Committes 1o Free the Five,

O June 10, 2003, the Berkeley City Coun-
cil was the first ity to pass unammously
a resolution demanding a fain trial ina
neutral venue. They also called for the
Cuban Five to be given the same family
visitation rights, humanitarian concerns
and equal treatment under the law as
any other prisonerin the L5,

Perhaps lthaca should be the next city
to pass such a reselution)

RESOLUTION OF THENORTHAMERLE
CANDELEGATION

To the 15th Conference of North Ameri-
can and Cuban Philogsophers and Social

Scientists

University of Havana, June 23-27, 2003

Or delegation inchuded 60 educators,

students and community activists from
North America snd at least four other
international locations: We came to
learn more about the progress of Cuba's
strugzles to delermine itsown social
and political development. We were in
Havama for more than two weeks and
pariicipated in critical dialogue with our
Cuban colleagues and peers. We also
attended and reviewed lectures and
workshops concerning Cubia’s disting-
tive cultural, historical, political, social
and economic development. From these
experiences, we choose 1o bffer the fol-
lowing Resolution:

Wherens: Humanity has always dreamt
of a'betier world, ona marked by equal-
ity, solidarity, and the ability ofall people
1o survive and develop their human po-
lential; and

Whereas: The recent series ol interven-
tionist wars undertaken by the LLS. gov-
ernment seems to be only the begin-
ning of a longer process whose goal is
world domination impoesed through
armed force; and

Whereas: The immense protests agaimst
the war and in favor of peace demon-
strated that the people of the world, in-
cluding significant sectors of the North
American people, reject this proposi-
tion as a goal of foreign policy; and

Whereas: The present 1.5, administra-

[ - £ LY
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USED Mon-Sat 10:00 - 6:00

tion is militarizing the world and is initi-
ating what it cynically calls “preventa-
tive wars”™; and

Whereas: The Bush administration does
not hesitate to violdte international
rights and generalize the inhumané prac-
tices inaugurated at Guantanamo; and

Whereas: This same administration fiur-
ther does not hesitate to reduce the civil
liberties of ifs own cilizens #nd 10 de-
stroy the demoeratic fradition of its own
people; and

Whereas: The administration does not
hesitate 1o adopt attitudes and actions
with hegemonie and racist characleris-
tics; and

Whereis: Cuba is at the doorway of the
empire and fears, not without reason,
that it can be one of the next targets,
given that there are many signs that
support this fear; the growing media
offensive, the accusations of terrorism,
diverse types of provocations, an in-
areasedin the extent of the blockade, the
financial support of opposition and of
subversion, and the announcement of
future attacks on the country by goy-
ernment spokespersons;

Whereas: Many of our group call upon
those who have recently criticized the
verdicts rendered by Cuba’s system of
Jjustice to mere fully consider the con-
text of those verdicts and the conse-
quences of their public criticism.

Therefore, be it resolved that:

1.We, the participants of the 15th an-
nual Cuban and North American Phi-
losophers” and Social Scientists” Con-
ference, deplore the imminent threat of
war against Cuba posed by the 1.5,
government,

2We call upon U5 ¢itizens to become
aware of Cuba’s grave sifuation and to
take necessary steps 1o discourage and
resist U.S. intervention

3.We call upon the United Nations and
its various agencies and commissions
to assure that the United States abides
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Two Venezuelan Mayors: Press
Freedom, Soft Drinks, and
Democracy in the Andes

August 3, 20003, www.zmag.org

A rccent Human Rights Watch repor,
which was harshly criticized by sup-
porters of Venezuela's 'Bolivarian
Revolution®, said that “there are fow
obvious limits on -free expression in
Venezuels. The country's print and
audiovisual media operate without re-
strictions,” Two months after the re-
port was published, on July 14, ane of
the country's audiovistal media out-
lets came up against a rather serious
restriction-it was shut down and its
equipment confiscated. The outlet in
question is called CatiaTV, but it was
not shut down by the Chavez govern-
ment but by the mayor of Caracas,
Alfredo Pena, who 15 an opponent of
Chavez.

CatiaTV was an experiument in genu-
ine community television. 1 was
started by a group of people in Catia,
avast and extremely poor borough of
Caracas, who thought to film one of
the community's events to show it to
the community. [t gave poor people
the opportunity fo make their own
programs, about themselves, for them-
selves. InApril 2002, when the coup
against the Chavez government took
place, workers in CauaTV were instru-
mental in helping to get the state tele-
vision channel, Channel 8, bick
onling, breaking the monopoly of mis-
information of the private television
networks and facilitating the reversal
of the coup.

Reporters Withouwt Borders (which did
protest against the closing of
CatiaTV), demonstrating a dissppoint-
ing lack of understanding of'the Ven-
czuclan media situation, said that re-
porters there were Ycaught berween
an guthoritarian president and an in-
tolerant media.” The private networks
are advocates of a coup, call support-

By Justin Podur

ers of Chaver ‘monkevs’, and distort in-
formation to 4 remarkable degree. Butthe
people can't rely solely on the state me-
diz. Thisisexactly what makes commu-

nity media like Catla TV 50 important. 1tis

also why Alfredo Pena shut it down,

Who is Alfredo Pena? The mayor of
Greater Caracas was & supporter of
Chavez and had been 2 journalist himself
(his email, should you want to write him
and tetl himto give CatiaTV their trans-
mitter back, i5
nlealde@alealdismayor.govive), Buthis
more recent fame has come from his use
of the Policia Metropolitana in Caracas.

Thereis evidence that Pena’s police were
instrumental in the coup, murdering
Chavistas on Apnl 1] 2002 0 actions that
were blamed on the government and used
to justify the coup. A reporter for the
Narconews Bulletin, Alex Main, describes

some of the actions of this police force

during the coupinApnl 2002:

“The PM played their first major political
rote on April 1 1th of this year [2002] when
they zsccompanied -an illegal opposiiion
march on Miraflores presidential patace

a fow pro-government demonstrators
who; forseveral minutes, fired autormatio
pistols over the railing of the Puente
Llaguno bridge which overlooks the
Avenida Baraldt, o main artery that leads
towards Miraflores. Private Venezuclan
television channels showed these im-
ages over and over while a commenta-
tor explamed that the shooters wire as-
sassing who were deliberately killing
“pedeefin]” demonstrators in the oppo-
sition march. What these TV channels
failed to show their viewcrs was the
wider-angle camera shots that allowed
one o observe that dther mdividuals
on the bridpee weie ducking for cover
and were quite obviously being shot at
by an unseef appressor,

“The unseen aggressur, as the pictures
and videos of Venezuelan independent
media were 1o reveal, was none other
than the Policia Metropolitana.™ (1)

Pena’s police continue to play this role.
Drirmng Venezuela's "National Stoke’ in
January 2003, the Policia Metropolitana
killed 1wi more Chayisias, who the me-
dia then clnmed were members of the
opposttion. (2)

Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez has
wondered publicly what the response
would have been had he shut down a
commercind television station, The in-

temational media, and the United States,

might have had more to say had it been
one of the TV stations of the wealthy
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Opinion

shut down by President Chavez, instead
of & station of the poor shul down by
muyor Pera.

Even as they struggle to try to defend
CatiaTV, the *Bolivarians'are onthe of-
fensive in other parts of the country. A
different Venezuelan mayor has found
himself on the side of the workers in
Venezuela's.conflict, The mayor of the
town of Vilia de Cura in Arapgua, Estefano
Magione; supported the seizure of a
Pepsi-Caola bottling plant by its workers
on July 9. The workers seized the plant
tiy prevent what they believed was an
impending closure. “The action of the
workers was justified, given the
company’s behaviour: .. we had tried (o
do evervihing possible io help the com-
pany,’” the mavor sdid. 'We offered 1o
help themi with distribution; ., but they
refused. .. for 3 years they have not paid
taxes, not collaborated with the munici-
pality, stoler the water of Villa de Cura
and continually harmed the interests of

Justin Podur is a £Net commentator and

developer. He mdintains ZNet's

Africa, and Race Watch pages as well as
the Colombia and Chiapas Crisis pages.

the workers. We've been tolerant be-
cause we didn’t want them fo close the
plant: What elze do they want? It's im-
possible to beany more tolerant.™
Owned by one of Venezuela’s wealthi-
est families, Pepsi was an active player
it the coup and in *National Strike’ in
December and January, in which the
wealthy of the country tried to oust the
Chavez government by locking out work-
érs-and stopping the economy (3) The
Pepsi plant in Villa de Cura is reported
to have destroyed 600,000 cases of Pepsi
during the *strike’.
Soft drink boutling is-an arena of socil
strigple in Veneziela'’s neighbour, Co-
lombza, a5 well, where the food worker's
union SINALTRAINAL has called for
an international boycott of Coca-Cola,
In recent years, & workers have beaen
killed, | driven to suicide, 2 exiled, 48
fired, 150 imprisoned under false pre-
tenses, and 70 threatened with death, at
Coca-Cola bottling plants who use para-
miilitary death squads 1o destroy efforts
atumipnization. (4)

As Colombia's Presi-
dent Alvaro Unibe
Yelez continues to
unleash violence on
Colombian peoplein
the nime of & policy

South Asia,

*

he calls ‘democratic secnrity’, the Ven-
ezuelan ‘oppositon’ {8 group that in-
cludes free speech supporters like
Alfredo Pena) is trying to organize a
referendum 1o oust Venezuela's Presi-
dent Chavez. Chaver’s govermument will
try to-argue that the referendum should
ot take place for procedurs! reasons,
and will Hkely try to use these argu-
ments to delay or even prevent the ref-
erendum, Ifthe ‘opposition’s record is
any guide, they will fight even dirtier,

{(5) Carlos Andres Perez, former Presi-

dent of Venezuela who is in hiding in
the Dominican Republic from multj-mil-
lion dollar corruption charges, has dem-
onstraied the opposition’s democratic
credentials by stating that * | consider
that the solution to our dramatic crisis
is 10 pass power first to a civilian-mili-
lary junts fora period of two years with
the objective to retamn Venezuela to
demoberatic mle,™

It to be hoped that Venszuelans con-
tinue o succeed in their struggle
against the kind of ‘democracy’ an of-
fer by the likes of Alfredo Pena and
Carlos Andres Perez.

Notes:

1) See Narconews: http:/f
www.narconews.com/Issue26/
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continued from previous pags

articleS41.himl. Some of the evidence Main referring to'is
summarized in several articles of this pro-govemment website,
inciuding: (hitp://www.aporrea.org/
dameverbo.php?docid=8595) Oneofthe jourmnalists who look
some of the famous footage, Luis Alfonso Fermandez, later
discussed some of the ways the video was manipulated.
2) Diang Valentine reported on this for ZNet: hitp://
www.zmag.orgleontent/
shewarticle.cfm?SectionlD=45&TtemID=2855
3) See Podur, “Venezuela’s National Strike’, on ZNet:hitp://
Www.zmag.orglcootenlt/
showarticle.cfm?SectionlD=45&ltemID=2729
4) See Andy Higginbottom, ‘Boycott Coke!’, on ZNet: hitp:/
/fwww.zmag.org/content/
showarticle.efm?SectionlD=9& itemID=3937
5) See Chris Kerr, *The Next Battle for Venezuela’, on ZNet:
http://www.zmag.org/content/
showarticle.cfm?SectionD=20& ItemID=3965

Want to find out more? Join CUSLAR for an
evening of film and discussion. On Wednesday,
September 24 at 8pm in Uris Auditorium (CU)
CUSLAR will be showing, “The Revolution Will

Not be Televised”, a new documentary about
the overthrow and reinstatement of Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez. See: htip://
wwiw.chavezthefilm.com/index_ex.htin for
more about the film.
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continued from page 7

authority. The EZLN has officially handed over control of the
autonomous zones t local authorities that will function much
like town councils. During the Augnst 8, 9, and 10 celebration
of the inauguration of these “good government juntas”, a
sign hung on the wall reading “Here the people lead and the
government obeys' And that 1s exactly what they propose
1o diy, rule and develop their own land as they see fit; and
migke sure the government obeys their authority.

In & series of communiqués(2) released in late July of this
year, the Zapatistas stated their vehement opposition to the
Plan Puebla Panumd and other destructive development plans;
In addition, they outlined their idea for a series of local and
international development plans that, unlike the above plans,
would be created from the ground up by communities around
the world,

There are alzo other altemative solutions that have been and

are being proposed by people and organizations throughout

the Americas. For example, there is an entire alternative text
(o the FTAA, the Alternatives for the Americas, that was
drafted by individuals and NGOs across the hemisphere in
1998 at the people’s summit m Chile(3). And there have been

series’ of people’s summits to counter the official, exclusive

summits and negotiations surrounding the FTAA, CAFTA,

and the Plan Puebla Panamd, in which individuals and civil

society organizations have come together to discuss.
grassrools organization of resistance, und development of
sustainable alternatives for the hemisphere,

The people of the Americas haye shown over and overagain
that there 15 hope; that there 12 a better way. Especially now,
as we in the US see our nghts being restnicted and our free-
doms heing taken eway by our own government, we must

corhe together and demaad the right to self-determination of

all peoples: We can build a better world,

And the tume 13 now.

Motes:

(1) for more information about the
FTAAand this November's actions in
Miami, see; www.stopfias.org

(2) lea todos log comunicados en
ézpanol en: httpywww fzlnorg ma
the ‘whole series of commuriqués is
available in English at:
WWW, iexas, edufl“acqtufﬂﬂlaﬂwrﬁ
aguascalientes htm!

(3] the text of the Alternatives for the
Americas can be read online in English,
Spanish. French, and Porfuguese at
http://www.web, net/comfront/
alisdamericas/eng/enp hitml,

Resdanrant

o T 0 T 1 I W o s 2 i

n




fen =

Find out why people who care about economic justice and social responsibility bank at Alternatives.

D|fferent8Better_

e New & Used Auto Loans
e Home Loans = VISA
® Line of Credit

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
125 N. Fulton Street, Ithaca e 273-4611 » alternatives.org 1
Call the Anytime LoanPhone 24/7: 866-529-8722 |

e

ternatives

continued from pg 16

Rigoberta Menchu, the Mayan activist who won the Nobel
Peace Prize in 1952 and brought genocide charges against
Rios Montt in Spain, bitterly concedes that the general is
probahly right sbout having the top court rigged in his favor.
She says Rios Montt and his FRG party, its accounts plump
with funds derived from a fruitful association with Calombian
drug cartels, have corrupted the judicial system through bribes
and intimidation in an attempt o grease the old dictator’s
retum to power

“The court has supported a coup d'etat by the Rios Montt™s
Repuoblican Front,” says Menchu, "And they have hidden its
hand. The FRG usurped & court that was meant (o protect the
legal and moral welfare of the Guatemalan state.”

Menchu also says that the Rios Montt knows he doesn't
have the votes 1o win the election in November unless he
intimidates enough people into staying away from the polls,
He cerfainly is:0if to a brisk start. Bul she suggests that the
general’s campaign and the riots that have sccompanied it
may in fact be a kind of calculated rouse designed to create a
chaotic and unstable political situation that would lead the
military to seize control of the government in another coup.

S ——

continued from page 17

by all UN resolutions, especially those calling for lifting the
blockade against Cuba, rather than threatening invasion.
Cube deserves the right to pursue its social system, uninhib-
ited by ULS. interference.

4. We call for justice for the five Cubans incarcerated In U.S.
prizons afteran unfair trial. Their efToris to combat terrorism
against Cuba onginating ffom U.S. soil are worthy of our
gratitude, not of the harsh sentences they Teceived.

3.In light of the grave dangers presented by U.S, belliper-
ence and antagonism against Cubg, we call upon all members
of our delegation and urge the citizens of the world to con-
tinue 10 defend Cuba's right lo sovereignty.

& Furthermore, we resolve to disseminate this statement, in-
cluding but not restricted to the following means: communi-
cations with colleagues and deans, college and university
publications, other professional publications, letters to the
editor and senators and other representatives.

Jeffrey 8t Clair s author of Been Brovwn So Long It Looked Like
Green 1o Me: the Politics of Natwte (Common Cournge Piéss)
and coeditor, with Alexander Cockburn, of The Politics of Anti-
Semitism (AK Press). Both books will be publivhed in October

"Itlooks a lot like 1982, she said.

That was a very bloody year.
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You'’re in good company
when you support

Donors, Summer 2003

Taylor Peck

Linda Farthing
Ben Kohl

Frank Baldwin
Blythe Baldwin
Charlene McCaull
Henrietta Levine
Joel Gajardo

Joey Cardamone
Margo Alexander
Peter Burgevin
Mr. Francis Ward
Ruth Kahn
Gerald S. Coles
H.P. Thurston
Adela Edwards
Norman Uphoff
Osvaldo Chinchon
Kenneth McClane
Erin Sheehan
Colleen Kattau
Anke Wessels

Christine Santospirito

Kelley Bollen

Kathy Russell
Garry Thomas
Connie Thomas
Bill Gibson
Burnett Rawson
Jonathan Back
Mary Loehr

Pete Meyers
Rachel Kreier
Stephen Peggs
Peter McDonald
Andrew Singer
Ryan Beiler
Marcie Ley
Benjamin Nichols
Judith Van Allen
Robert Thompson
Ryan Beiler
Fran Manzella
Marvin Carlson
Pat Carlson

CUSLAR
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« What the mainstream media
can't fit in, you'll find in the

CUSLAR
NEWSLETTER

Rights of
Indigenous People
in the Americas

to keep the CUSLAR Newsletters coming

NAME: , L JECER OSSR
ADDRESS: .

(All contributions are tax deductible and will be acknowledged in print)
Send your donation to: CUSLAR, 316 NYAnabel Taylor Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca,
148563
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